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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 27, 2018     

Emerald Ash Borer now considered widespread in Cedar Rapids urban area 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA – June 27, 2018 –Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), which was positively identified at the 

IDOT rest area along I-380 almost three years ago, is now considered to be widespread throughout Cedar 

Rapids. Infested areas are along Edgewood Road, south of Ellis Boulevard; along Glass Road, east of 

Edgewood Road; near 27th Avenue, west of I380; and along 33rd Avenue, west of 6th Street SW (see map). 

The Forestry division is in the process of removing all City parkway ash trees within the city limits that 

are not being treated by homeowners. 

 

The EAB is an exotic beetle whose larvae embeds and destroys the inner bark of ash trees. Unlike other 

trees like oak or elm, which remain relatively stable after they die, ash trees lose moisture internally very 

quickly and begin to fall apart soon after they die creating public nuisance or hazard situations. Signs of 

an infested tree may include dead branches near the top of a tree, leafy shoots sprouting from the trunk, 

bark splits exposing larval galleries, extensive woodpecker activity, and D-shaped exit holes. Ash trees 

make up 18 percent of the total population of City street trees. 

 

Homeowners may treat their parkway tree to prevent its removal, but must first contact the City Arborist 

at 319-286-5747. Treatment must be continual for the life of the tree and may not guarantee a tree’s 

survival. Trees with storm damage or other safety concerns will need to be removed, regardless of 

treatment. Homeowners are also responsible for all ash trees on their own personal property. While 

homeowners are urged to contact private contractors regarding trees on their property, they should beware 

of the risk of scammers. Prior to contracting with an independent tree service, verify that the tree is not a 

City tree and check that the company is established. Be wary of guarantees that a treated tree will survive.  

 

The City has been proactive in preparing for EAB since the beetle’s arrival in the U.S. in 2007. 

Preparation has included a tree inventory that has identified declining ash, prior removal of ash trees that 

could cause hazards, and planting a diversity of tree species. An informational workshop with several 

experts on Emerald Ash Borer disease will be held on Tuesday, July 10, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. in Time 

Check Hall at the City Services Center, 500 15th Avenue SW. This will be an opportunity for the public to 

learn more about the disease, their responsibility to take care of private trees, and to ask questions.  
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Answers to frequently asked questions and options for homeowners are provided on the City’s website at 

cedar-rapids.org/EAB.  
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